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vices. One was to withdraw the law and thus prevent him
from signing it in its present form. Another was to pass
amendments that would nullify its effect. He defeated all
of these by holding the original bill as a whip over the heads
of the machine leaders, saying it could not be withdrawn
and he would sign it at once unless such changes as he de-
sired were made. The bill was amended as he requested
and was passed by large majorities in the two houses.

No sooner had it become law than the lawyers of the
corporations who had asked for the changes, challenged its
constitutionality in the courts and based their challenge
on the changes which they themselves had requested. One
of these legal luminaries was David Bennett Hill, at various
times Democratic Governor, Democratic Boss and United
States Senator. For six years the constitutionality of the
law was disputed in the courts. It was sustained first in the
Supreme Court of the State; then, on April 23, 1903, unan-
imously sustained by the Court of Appeals of New York;
and, finally, on May 29,1905, also unanimously, by the Su-
preme Court of the United States. Among the counsel
assailing the constitutionality of the act were several of the
most eminent corporation lawyers of New York City.

When the final decision was rendered there was paid
over to the State Treasury taxes which had been withheld,
amounting with interest for six years, to more than $26,-
000,000.

In addition to the Franchise Tax Law the Governor, by
persistent personal effort, secured the passage by the Leg-
islature of 1899 of a new Civil Service Law which he pro-
nounced the "best in the Nation/3 He had during his ser-
vice as Governor continued his investigations of tenement
house conditions in New York and had secured the passage
of a law which was the first effective exercise of real and
intelligent supervision of industries carried on in tenement-
houses. It abolished "sweat-shops" from New York City
for all time. "Not a single law," he said in reviewing the
Legislature's work, ''has been put on the statute books
which ought not to be put there, and not a single appoint-